CHAPTER   EIGHT
THE GIRONDE ATTACKS

IN the house in the Rue des Rapporteurs, in Arras,
Charlotte Robespierre was packing. She and Augustin
were going to Paris. He as well as his brother had been
elected to the Convention. Maximilien's popularity in
Paris and in his home district had shone forth brightly
during the election. In both, he had been the first
choice of the electors. He had accepted the Paris
mandate.

Augustin had been elected from Paris, and while his
election was, no doubt, largely due to a desire to
please his brother, it cannot be said that Robespierre
did anything to promote Augustin's chances. Not that
Augustin was not fully qualified for the office. At the
time of his election he was Member of the Adminis-
trative Council of the Department of Pas-de-Calais and
President of the Jacobin Club of Arras. Some of Robes-
pierre's biographers have treated him rather lightly.
Belloc dismisses him with the statement that "he had
never done much good to himself or much evil to the
public". This is hardly doing him justice. Augustin, as
a matter of fact, was one of the ablest and most merciful
of the proconsuls. His conduct in Franche-Comte and
the Alpes Maritimes stands out in vivid contrast to
that of many of the other proconsuls, such as Carrier,
Tallien, Collot d'Herbois, Fouche, Barras, Freron,
Lebon, etc. While they filled the prisons with suspects